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Our paper intends to present the results of a case study realized in “National Park of Cevennes” 

in the PEGASUS H2020 Project  (Lataste and Piguet, 2016). PEGASUS is a European research 

project aiming to develop innovative approaches and new ways of thinking about the way 

farmland and forests are managed in order to stimulate a long-lasting improvement in the 

provision of public goods and ecosystem services from agricultural and forest land in the EU.  

Recognizing that the appreciation of public goods and ecosystem services is context-

dependent, PEGASUS uses social-ecological systems (Ostrom, 2005; McGinnis and Ostrom, 

2014) as an analytical framework to explore systemic inter-dependencies among natural, social 

and economic processes. We adopt participatory action research with public and private actors 

and stakeholders to better understand the range of policy and practical challenges in our case 

study contexts (Knickel et al., 2016).  

More precisely, we propose to use the notion of Environmentally and Socially Beneficial 

Outcomes (ESBOs) as a synthesis of public goods and ecosystem services. This term ESBOs 

has been defined in a first conceptual step of PEGASUS project (Dwyer et al., 2015; Maréchal 

et al., 2016) to design the intended (non-economic) outcomes from activities in agriculture and 

forest ecosystems.  Conceptually, the notion of ESBO aims to include main interests of both 

concepts (Knickel et al., 2016): from public goods it recognizes the importance of understanding 

markets, values, drivers of production and levels of societal demand as well as relative under-

supply. From ecosystem services it will analyze and increase understanding of dynamic 

linkages between food or timber production and the condition and provision of environmental 

and cultural services. 

The central research question is: how to improve the provision of ESBOs (in this Cévennes 

case study landscapes and biodiversity) in agriculture and forestry by assessing the influence of 

the main drivers, including market drivers, social ones and public policies?  

To answer this question we realized open interviews with eight main stakeholders: State 

administration, National park Authority and six members of local associations involved in 

agriculture, forestry, training, environment, tourism and promotion of local products. These 

interviews were conducted with map supports and questions directly linked with the PEGASUS 

analytical framework and SES diagram. We crossed these interviews with requesting evidences 

and data sources (Lataste and Piguet, 2016).  
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Thanks to this empirical methodology we got five main results: 

• Importance of the National Park authority about stakeholder’s coordination and local 

governance; 

• Landscape ESBOs inherited from past agro-pastoral practices rather than from modern 

agriculture practices; 

• Mediterranean agro-pastoral Cultural Landscape threatened by global Market drivers despite 

of the UNESCO label and the National Park Policy; 

• Main ESBOs provided by neo-rural farmers with “unconventional” and innovative practices 

(organic/biodynamic production, short supply chain, innovative transformation process, etc.); 

• Touristic sector and local residents are the main beneficiaries of ESBOs linked to the 

territory attractiveness and its quality of life. 

We point out the importance of the market drivers that do not take much account of the 

provision of ESBOs and also the perverse effects of the Common Agricultural Policy rules and 

tools which are not adapted to local agro-pastoral practices. The distinction between agricultural 

productive area subsidies and environmental grants leads to a landscape homogenization and a 

loss of inherited features. Furthermore, our researches highlight the recognition of local 

specificities and agro-/sylvo-pastoral practices at the national and regional level, high social 

capital and very dynamic associations, innovating and promoting environment awareness and 

landscape value within the European Charter for Sustainable Tourism in Protected Areas. 
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